
The Children of K1 had a Study on 
Animals, their food, habitat and life 
span. They understood the help 
rendered by animals in dispersing 
seeds and pollinating plants which 
eventually support the growth of 
var ie ty o f f ru i t and vegetab le 
crops.They could identify and sort 
animals according to their uses to 
humans.   

The students of K2 and K3 conducted a 
assembly for Navarathri. Kids started off 
with narrating the story behind celebrating 
the festival and listing the events associated 
with the festival. The process included song 
and slokas too. They were excited to know 
how people of different parts of India had 
their own way of celebrating Navarathri. The 
tender toes rocked the stage by performing 
‘Dandiya’ dance.
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The students of K3 had a Special 
Paper Craft Day. The kids did 
wonders with their fingers and came 
out with attractive craft works. They 
displayed a diverse collection of craft 
that included paper collage, silhouette 
cutting, paper quilling, origami, paper 
strips weaving and wrapping.

Theme based special day, Community 
Helpers was held on 19th October 2016. 
They chose different professions from a 
farmer to chef. They pretended to be their 
favourite professionals, dressed accordingly. 
Each of them shared their views on the 
respective professions and expressed their 
desires to be that person in the future.

Students of Grade 3 to 5 had the responsibility of conducting the morning assembly on 
13th, October, 2016. They did some Yoga and Brain Gym exercises. After this, the 
principal motivated the students with a inspirational story on hard work.

FOUNDER’S DAY 

The founder’s day is celebrated on 20th, 
October, 2016. The students of G5 spent 
this day creating awareness about trees 
to the people of Vinnamballi village. The 
message was conveyed through a set of 
well performed acts. Plant saplings were 
gifted to Mrs.Jothy, the V.A.O of 
Vinnamballi village.



 
 

Contests play a role in motivating students to perform and excel not just for winning 
reward. Participants to gain substantial experience where by showcasing their skills, 
they can analyze and evaluate outcomes. It uncovers personal aptitude and 
encourages students to adopt innovative techniques to develop their ideas and skills. 
All the students, starting from Grade 3 to  participated in various level-wise contests in 
the month of October. The following sections contains further details.

Field trips are beneficial to students because they allow students to see the things 
they are learning in school being applied in the real world. It also gives students an 
opportunity to learn outside of the classroom, which may help keep the classroom 
routine from getting monotonous. The students of G4 were taken to the agricultural 
lands of Vinnamballi village, where the students observed how the vegetables are 
cultivated. 

Science Kitchen Club creates the interest to learn more things in/about our 
surroundings.This month, the Grade 3 students performed experiments with ‘Sounds’. 
They used simple things like water, ice cream stick, balloon etc. They pointed out that 
sound plays s major role in our day to day life for communication. The experiments 
were simple and small, yet so interesting. Some of the best experiments were 
performed by :

Grade 3 A


1. Booshika D


2. Krishnaa Sree N


3. Mohammed Ayaan S A

Grade 3 C


1. Sheejal A P


2. Hema Varshini Y


3. Amirtha Varshini P



A School’s Environment Club provides a platform for the students where they can take 
action on the environmental issues they feel passionate about changing. Channeling 
student’s thoughts and enthusiasm through an eco club will make them good at identifying 
and achieving the school's environmental goals. As a part of this, the G3B students had a 
‘Best Out of Waste’ contest. Students made beautiful things from the waste materials as 
they understood the concept of recycling.  Best of them were made by:


1. Jaswanth Balaji V S


2. Manishashree V


3. Yuvashree S

The Geo Club focusses on developing problem solving skills and critical thinking skills 
of the students. A Power point presentation containing questions related to pollution, 
recycling and civic senses was put up. Pictures depicting problems were shown and 
students were asked to come up with best solutions. They were judged on the basis of 
their Accuracy, Speed, Innovative thinking, and ability to analyse the problem. The 
winners :

Grade 4 B


1. Haasini S                                  


2. Pritanka Geolot H              


3. Vaishnavi P                             


4. Evangeline Shana J B        


5. Dharmendhra U        

Grade 4 C


1. Lathika Sri A                                 


2. Sanjay G             


3. Sham Krishna K                            


4. Aathmika Sri P       


5. Sweety W        



Debating helps student to develop a civic and political identity. Students will develop a 
sense of empowerment, as they will explore specific global and domestic issues and 
the ways it can be solved. The Debate Club organised a debate for Grade 5 A 
students on the topic - ‘Are sports and games as important as studies?’. The topic and 
the rules were given a week ahead of debate and the students well well prepared. They 
were judged based on their body language, theme, confidence and presentation. The 
winners were:


1. Ganesh R D


2.  Janavi S


3. Jaya Varshan A B 

Children love to play, thats how they learn.   Building a block towers develops spatial 
reasoning and motor skills.  Playing Crazy Eights and Monopoly develops logical 
reasoning abilities.  Human brain is stimulated by the unique challenges offered by 
games or a brain teasers activity. Students of Grade 4 had their Brain Teaser Contest.


A set of activities like answering logical questions in context to a passage and trying to 
figure out a word within a picture clue were displayed to the students on a powerpoint 
presentation. Also a worksheet to determine the problem solving skills and speed was 
given. Students participated in teams of 5 and five teams were selected for the final 
round, a Quiz.It included logical puzzles, finding the hidden objects, picture puzzle, 
word game and finding the words with clues. The winning teams were determined by 
final score.

Grade 4 A


1. Prathiksha D


2. Prathipa Anusree P


3. Soniya L


4. Dhamodhar


5. Prasath S


6. Ragavendran V V

Grade 4 B


1. Vaishanvi P


2. Mehanaaz Taraa S


3. Evangeline Shana J B


4. Bhuvan Kumar J


5. Nithesh Kumar R K

Grade 4 C


1. Mohanasundaram A


2. Yashwanth Kumar R


3. Jerin V Johny


4. Manjari S


5. Aathmika Sri P

Grade 6A took up Fancy Ad Contest. They designed a newspaper advertisement of 
any object of their wish.


Grade 6B took up Movie Buzz Contest.  They designed an animated character on the 
computer and titled it appropriately. The students participated enthusiastically.



 

Creative Writing helps the writer 
elaborate on the importance of any 
content. It is a way to  express joy and 
sorrow, also a way to let one's 
imagination run wild. Creativity is a 
unique trait/skill/ ability/ an approach, or 
all of these. 


The creativity of Grade 5A students was 
tested when they were asked to shed 
their views on a   image shown on a 
paper. They keenly observed the image 
and did their best in reflecting their views. 
The Winners:


1.Sanjay Shakthivel .S


2.Sharad Chandran .M 


3.Hemanth Kumar .R 

Dance teaches children to react to 
music, rhythm and beat. By Dancing, 
students also understand spatial 
relationships and learn to think with both 
sides of their brain. All these in turn 
e n h a n c e a c h i l d ’ s a c a d e m i c 
performance, as well as their physical 
well-being.


 A contest was organised for the 
students of Grade 4A where they 
performed for the respective songs they 
practiced during their PODS sessions. 
The Winners :


1. Jyotsna S


2. Diyaa Sree H


3. Karishma S

Grade 7A had Budding Scientist Contest. Students unveiled the scientists inside 
themselves and performed new experiments using the scientific knowledge they 
gained in classes.


Grade 7B had their Corps Club Contest. They had launched an exhibit to create 
awareness about Indian youth for the topic ‘Youth for the Global India’. Each student 
presented beautiful art work with slogans highlighting the importance of the role of 
youth in the development of our country, as told by the great APJ Abdul Kalam himself.



A thematic assembly, World Students’ 
Day was conducted. The students of G8 
enacted a skit and a mime to highlight the 
roles of a student in the society. A video  
on success and the students' role in 
achieving success was presented. The 
assembly ended with another motivational 
video on Dr. Kalam, whose birthday 
anniversary is what, otherwise observed as 
World Students’ Day .

The students of G8 A and B were taken 
for a Field trip to Ultra Marine 
Company, Sipcot.  They were educated 
about the Chemical components used in 
preparation of pigments, detergents 
cakes and detergent powder.  The 
students had an interactive session 
where their doubts were clarified by the 
professionals. They gained exposure and 
it served as an informative trip. 

The highlight of October month was the much 
awaited Diwali Celebration. The celebration was a 
little different this time.  The celebration was divided 
into Holy Diwali, Sharing Diwali, Green Diwali, Safe 
Diwali and Social Diwali.  As part of the tradition a 
prayer song was sung and an oil lamp was lit by Mrs. 
Chitra Madhavan, the Principal and the level heads.


To inculcate the values of ‘Holy’ Diwali, a 
magnanimous fusion dance, 'Ravana Avatar' was 
performed by the boys of G8 and G9. It was followed 
by a graceful folk dance drama, 'Ram Leela' by the 
girls of G8 depecting the life of Ram ending up in a 
10 days battle between Ram and Ravana.


The students of G9 performed a skit for ‘Sharing’ 
Diwali to emphasise the value of sharing the 
happiness of diwali with the poor and needy. 


 A mesmerising song was sung by the girls of G10 to 
spread the fragrance of ‘Green’ Diwali.   


The most important thing about Diwali is to enjoy a 
safe festival.  The students of G8 presented a demo 
on how to celebrate ‘safe’ diwali.  


This was followed by ‘Social’ Diwali by the G10 
boys. The spread of evils in our society and the ways 
to prevent them was pointed out through a mime. 


The next event is a festive routine of the school, a 
spell bound Tamil kavidai from the Secondary Head, 
Mr. Madhavan , appreciating the essence of Diwali in 
everyone's life. The celebration was concluded with 
a vote of thanks from the Principal. 



Pottery is an ancient art form which has recently been enjoying a surge in popularity. 
Working with clay offers the opportunity to create unique, tangible and functional 
artworks. Young children do most of their work from their own  experiences. The 
students of K2 had a special day on clay pattern where they made things and patterns 
using clay. They had a special guest, the art teacher, Mr. Anand, an expert in art and 
clay modelling himself. He demonstrated how a pot was made.Then he showed them 
how to draw lines and patterns on the pot. The kids enjoyed the session so much, 
most of them even tried it when they got back home.  

 Lego provides tools that develop lateral thinking in a fun environment. It teaches kids 
to think in three-dimensions, improves literacy as kids work with instruction, develops 
problem-solving, organization, and planning skills. The construction part enhances  
creativity, communication, critical thinking and boosts kids motor development. The K3 
kids had a Lego Contest with the theme Vehicles. Our kids were given Lego’s of 
different colour, size, structure and were asked to show their creativity by building their 
favourite vehicle. The kids came out with all types of vehicles with majority being a 
long train. 

Kids can get easily bored with their daily routine. so to take them away from their daily 
routine, the K1 kids had an Aquarium Study.


An aquarium was brought to the class. It had fishes of all types, sea turtles, octopus 
and sting rays. The kids also made models of seals, sea lions and penguins using clay. 
Playing with the aquarium kindled a sense of responsibility, achievement, and a 
genuine desire to learn in the kids.

National Education Day was celebrated on 11th November to commemorate the 
birthday of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. To highlight his history and life achievements, a 
thematic assembly was conducted on 9th November.  The secondary students shared 
information about this great personality and his contributions in the field of education 
in a powerpoint presentation.  Later, a debate on Traditional Education Vs Modern 
Education robbed the show where students shared their opinion about their 
preference. 

INTER-HOUSE SPORTS COMPETITION 

The Students were involved in various sports and games like Kabbadi, Football, Basketball, 
Throwball, Volley ball, Table tennis, Badminton, Carom, Chess, etc. 

Students of Middle and Secondary levels participated with high spirits and showed absolute 
sportsmanship.

Results:



Girls - Middle

EVENT WINNER RUNNER

THROWBALL GRANDS HIMALAYANS

BASKETBALL GRANDS HIMALAYANS

FOOTBALL ALPINES GRANDS

KHO-KHO GRANDS ALPINES

BADMINTON 
(SINGLES)

ALPINES GRANDS

BADMINTON 
(DOUBLES)

HIMALAYANS GRANDS

CHESS ALPINES HIMALAYANS

TABLE TENNIS 
(SINGLES)

GRANDS ALPINES

TABLR TENNIS 
(DOUBLES)

HIMALAYANS ALPINES

Boys - Middle

EVENT WINNER RUNNER

VOLLEYBALL GRANDS ALPINES

BASKETBALL ALPINES GRANDS

FOOTBALL HIMALAYANS ALPINES

KABBADI ALPINES HIMALAYANS

CHESS GRANDS HIMALAYANS

CARROM HIMALAYANS ALPINES

TABLE TENNIS 
(SINGLES)

GRANDS ALPINES

TABLE TENNIS 
( DOUBLES)

HIMALAYANS GRANDS

CRICKET ALPINES GRANDS

Girls - Secondary

EVENT WINNER RUNNER

THROWBALL GRANDS HIMALAYANS

BASKETBALL GRANDS HIMALAYANS

FOOTBALL GRANDS HIMALAYANS

KHO-KHO ALPINES HIMALAYANS

CHESS

        
HIMALAYANS

GRANDS

CARROM ALPINES HIMALAYANS

TABLE TENNIS 
(SINGLES)

GRANDS HIMALAYANS

TABLR TENNIS 
(DOUBLES)

ALPINES GRANDS

Boys - Secondary

EVENT WINNER RUNNER

VOLLEYBALL GRANDS HIMALAYANS

BASKETBALL GRANDS HIMALAYANS

FOOTBALL HIMALAYANS ALPINES

KABBADI ALPINES HIMALAYANS

BADMINTON 
(SINGLES)

HIMALAYANS GRANDS

CHESS HIMALAYANS GRANDS

CARROM ALPINES GRANDS

TABLE TENNIS 
(SINGLES)

GRANDS ALPINES

TABLE TENNIS 
( DOUBLES)

HIMALAYANS GRANDS

CRICKET ALPINES GRANDS



CHILDREN’S DAY 

This year’s Children’s Day was momentous the 
for children of  Balsam Academy. Children’s 
Day is celebrated in India to commemorate the 
birth anniversary of the First Prime minister of 
Independent India. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. It 
is due to his love and passion for children, that 
this day is marked as Children’s Day, thereby 
honoring childhood. 


The Kindergarten celebrated  Children’s 
Day with the theme ‘Animal Jamboree’ on 14th of November. All the Students arrived 
to school in colourful casuals as they were up for a fun filled day. The teachers 
disguised themselves as different animals performed  action song of farm animals, 
ramp walk of wild animals and dance of aquatic animals. Also, A video of Animal King 
was played. 


The teachers of Balsam Academy joined hands together to hoist the celebration for 
the rest of the students and to made it a memorable one.  A motivational speech was 
given by the Principal. Teachers had learnt songs in different languages and 
entertained students with that. There were also some breath-taking dance 
performances. At the end of the day, they were all handed a crafty rose as a memento 
for the day.

On 26th November, The National Constitutional Day was celebrated. The Importance 
of the Constitution and its role in maintaining law and order in the country was 
emphasized.  The principal addressed the gathering with few quotes on the 
importance of our constitution.  The G8 students performed a dance reflecting the 
values of the tri-colour.  The primary students enacted an inspiring skit on 'Unity in 
Diversity.'  The secondary head highlighted distinct features of the constitution.  He 
also urged the students to carry forward the visions of our constitution. 

Balsam Academy, in Association with Mathematics Teachers of India organised a Math 
Workshop on 2nd and 3rd, December for all the students from Grade 6 to 8. It was 
conducted by Shri. M. Mahadevan, M.A, M.Ed., M.I.M.A., Retd. Principal, Kendra 
Vidyalaya.  A resource person with 30 years of experience in teaching mathematics, 
was able to connect with the students easily. 


 The objective of the workshop was to enhance the mathematical skill of the students 
through simplified strategies, to identify and analyse the already implemented 
methodologies, and to cater the needs of the individual student. And also to create a 
viable platform where students and teachers could bridge their ideas, to understand 
the innovative methods of teaching and learning, and to get oriented to solving non-
routine problems.



Concepts like Consumer Arithmetic, Linear 
Equa t ions , A lgebra , Geomet ry and 
Comparing Quantities were taught.  The 
students had enjoyed the workshop as it 
superseded the expectation of the students 
and teachers.


The teachers understood the way of 
approach, ideas of attention, grabbing 
methods of teaching to cater the needs of 
different levels.

Special Assembly was held on 9th, December, 2016 to mourn the Demise of the Chief 
Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr. J.Jayalalitha. Students of grade 6 to 10 were gathered in 
the multi-utility hall along with teaching and non-teaching staff. Her memory was 
honoured with Flowers and Candles.

A Seminar was conducted on the topics ‘Interlinking of River’ and ‘Challenges and 
Opportunities’ for the students of Grade 9 on 3rd, December, 2016 who participated 
enthusiastically and shared their views.

A workshop on the topic, Spectacular Astronomy was organised on 10th, December,
2016 in Geekay Millennium. It was conducted by Sarvesh K. Bhardwaj, the CEO and 
astrophysicist at SDRO (Space Development Research Organisation). Students of 
grade 5, 6 and 7 attended the workshop.  A welcome speech given by School 
president-Cinderella introducing the chief guest.


Our honourable guest completed his doctorate in Astrophysics from Indian Institute of 
Astrophysics at Bangalore.  He is the winner of “Pride of India Award” in 2008, given 
by our former President of India-Smt. Pratibha Devi Singh Patel.  He is an esteem 
member of International Astronomical Union-USA.



 

 

Student’s prior knowledge on Space and Planets were tested at the start of the 
session. Concepts of Solar system-the planets, Satellites, Asteroids, Meteors and 
Meteorites were explained through presentations, Videos and outstanding elucidation. 
He stimulated the students by questioning them in between.


Students were engaged in numerous activities. They were made to build a satellite 
model using the provided materials. They were taught to design their own telescope 
and do ‘sky gazing’.  A ‘Sundial’ was made by each student using just a sheet of 
paper. They were able to calculate the time without a watch more or less accurately. A 
quiz was conducted by the end of the session and the winners were awarded. This 
workshop did well in sensitizing the students towards Astrophysics and hopefully they 
will consider it as a potential career in their futures.

On 10th, December, 2016 the students of Grade10 had an overview on BRICS.  The 
students introduced the structure, objectives and vision of the organisation.  They also 
briefed about the role of BRICS and BRICS bank in empowering the world economy. 

Debate Hour was the highlight as the students of G8 debated on the topic 
'Dictatorship Vs Democracy’, on 17th, October, 2016  The high heated debate was 
about democracy in dictatorship rule and dictatorship in a democratic country.  The 
students highlighted the dictator Napoleon Bonaparte, the 'Moderniser of Europe.’



 

Counselling session on Personality Development was conducted for the students of 
Grade 9 by the secondary head on 21, December. The students were educated about 
the strong personalities who made a difference through their personality traits. 

In order to spread the awareness on the importance of water in our day to day life, 
students of K2 carried out, a ‘Rally’ on Water Conservation on 21st December 2016. 
Students went around the campus area and interacted with people. Kids recited the 
slogans and held placards that conveyed ways to conserve water and minimize 
wastage. Overall, it was a good exposure for the students who were indirectly 
motivated to save water.

A mother plays an important role in shaping a child, respecting this, students of K3 
kids had a special day Mom and Me on 22nd December, 2016. Mothers were invited 
to school and kids felt happy to see them. A song was dedicated for mothers in their 
sweet voices. The day was to tell them about how a sound body makes a sound mind. 
In order to make them understand, there was reciting ‘Aathichudi’ for a healthy mind, 
performing ‘Aerobics’ for a healthy body and an activity on ‘Food Pyramid’ to tell them 
about the nutritional values and good food habit. At the end of the day, Moms were 
presented with mementos made by their own children.

In this fast growing world, we are polluting the nature in many ways and if this 
continues, the future generations will not be able to enjoy the beauty of the nature. To 
educate our K1 kids about saving the Earth, an assembly on theme 5Rs (Reduce, 
Recycle, Reuse, Return, Relish) was conducted on 22nd December, 2016. The kids 
were made to sing a song on saving Earth. They watched a video on causes of littering 
and discussed about the steps to avoid pollution. They used some reusable items to 
make useful things like pen-stands and flower vases. They cleaned the play area and 
took an oath to follow 5Rs.



In the fond remembrance of the mathematical genius Srinivasa Ramanujam, National 
Mathematics Day is celebrated on his birthday, 22nd December.  


“I hear and I forget, I see and I remember, I do and I understand”


The Secondary students showed ample interest to involve themselves in different 
activities like Puzzle making, mathematical facts, mathematical tricks and  poster 
making.  To highlight on the life history of this great personality, a Powerpoint 
presentation was displayed in the classes by the students. 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 

The Third Quarter of this academic year came to an 
end with the Christmas Celebration on 24th, 
December, 2016. The occasion was being hosted by 
the students of Kindergarten who were dressed like 
Angels, Snowmen and Devotees of Jesus Christ. Along 
with the welcome song, kids danced for the tune of 
‘Jingle Bells’.


A Christmas Tree is the symbol of Christ which exalts 
the value of life. To highlight this, kids performed the ‘X-
mas Tree Dance’. The Christmas tradition was honoured 
with songs, stories and Dance. The audience felt 
entertained and replied with loads of applause and 
cheers.


There is no Christmas celebration without ‘The Santa Claus’. Kids really enjoyed 
watching the Santa Claus dance. This marked the end of the celebration. Sweets were 
distributed while children exchanged greetings and wishes with each other.


