PROSPECTUS

BALSAM
ACADEMY

Message from the School Committee
Every day when we walk into Balsam Academy, we feel a sense of
honour, delight and a sacred responsibility. The children we serve are in
the most formative period of growth and development in their lives. To
be able to touch their development at such a fundamental level is
something we take very seriously – in a fun and enticing way!
Although much of what our young students learn at Balsam Academy
will not be consciously remembered, we know from the studies of brain
growth and personality formation that we are influencing the
foundations upon which all future development will be established! This
is a responsibility that is not to be taken lightly.
At the same time, it must be balanced so the children leave Balsam
Academy every day with the feeling that they love learning – and it is
something they want to continue to do.Our emphasis is on fostering the
love of learning at the core of our mission while providing an enriching
and intriguing experience for the children.
To see the faces of the children and to share firsthand the discovery of
their world is a pure delight. We find ourselves smiling when we witness
those ah-ha moments, when we hear their squeals of excitement as
they see a volcano erupt or an electrical circuit light up a bulb, and
when we witness a child make a personal breakthrough with something
that has posed a challenge to them. What a joy to participate in this
process!
Add to that, families who are absolutely committed to the welfare of
our children. We see our role as partners with the parents in the raising
of their children. We see Balsam Academy as a place for the entire
family to learn and grow and our commitment is to support the parents
in their role.
It is a privilege to serve the families and children in our community. We
are grateful for the acceptance and enthusiastic participation that has
been and continues to be given by the families. We look forward to
serving the learning community for generations to come.

Welcome each one of you into the folds of Balsam family!
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SCHOOL ETHOS

Our Vision - For all students to learn to
their full potential

Our Mission - Educate every student to
be a responsible, productive citizen

Core Values - The Life of the Mind,
Mature Behaviour, Mutual Respect, A
Secure and Healthy Environment & A
Balance between Individual
Achievement and a Caring Community

Core Principles - Foster Community,
Provide Opportunity, Show Respect &
Strive for Excellence
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?
As majestic as the Balsam firs that quickly grow to become towering
architectural trees with a bold presence in the landscape and with a unique
dispersal system found in the Balsam flowering plant, we at Balsam stretch
our arms to reach the horizons and share knowledge with no limitations
whatsoever.
School Symbol
Our School affirms commitment to nurturing inventiveness in each child.
Secure in the warmth of a caring school with parents, facilitators and the
environment symbolized by the golden yellow triangles while the green
circle represents the student who will be inspired to realize his/her
potential and aspire for excellence in all their endeavours.
Colours of Balsam Academy
Yellow, white and green form the tri-colour of Balsam Academy. Colours
taken from the elements fit in with our approach to life and learning.
Yellow – vibrant and charged with energy that we associate with childhood,
symbolize a passion for life, learning and knowledge, for action of both mind
and body.
White – brings to the mind the values of friendship and unity, of peace that
we must help to promote, the world over. It also reminds us that as
individuals, we belong to a larger group, the family of man.
Green – symbolizes the gift of life, strength and talents, which we must
develop and use to the fullest. It is therefore the colour of endeavour of
endless progress and prosperity.
Houses of Balsam Academy
The primary, middle and secondary school have houses to inculcate the spirit
of cooperation, competition and competence. The students are categorized
into four houses viz:
ALPINES: the enchanting perennials with a wild attitude to reach the Swiss
Alps and bloom to engulf the entire planet.
GRANDS: the first that rise to the great heights in the rocky Mountains which
are home to many animals and birds. Crafted cones are the Grands whose
very colour signifies progress.
HIMALAYANS: the annual herbs with flowers resembling the shape of an
English "policeman helmet", recorded as the most invasive species, native to
Himalayan region of Asia, which offers a rewarding supply of nectar to
pollination.
TYLERS: a large growing form of Balsam fir with attractive powder blue
foliage, typical vigour and growth form of the species.
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HISTORY OF BALSAM ACADEMY
A child born in the year 1938 grew as a man who did not
complete elementary education in school but was an active
learner, who not only consumed but produced knowledge by
setting up industries in Bangalore. He played a leading role in
creating entrepreneurs and job opportunities in Bangalore. A
man with a broad vision with thoughts flowing from a
stupendous mind made way for the development of the
village near Arcot, the birthplace of his ancestors.
His initiation of changing the life in the village and their
economic conditions began in 1986 when he preferred
agriculture to an industry. A futuristic thinker, a silent
performer, he left behind distinctive marks with his green
thumb. A temple, a school and a hospital was what he
planned for the villagers. The temple was under construction
when he left this world in 1989.
Treading in the footsteps of Late Sri. K. Balaram was too
large to fit in. His life partner who had to transform from a
homemaker to an industrialist, completed the temple project
and was actively involved in the developments of the village,
accomplished all this and more with great ease while she
successfully raised her children who are also inclined to
shaping a better place for the children of tomorrow. Balsam
Academy – a dream project, was founded under the
stewardship of Smt. V.B.Saroja, Founder Trustee of Balaram
Memorial Trust.
First opening its doors in 2004 as an after-school activity
centre to a pre-school, the school developed as a coeducational school with 14 students to start off. The school
that has moved to its present address is adored by visitors.
Today, Balsam Academy stands out exclusively as a place for
continued learning - a dream come true.
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FACILITIES
Interactive Classrooms and Learning Lab
Classrooms integrated with SMART interactive technology to provide the
students with a digital experience and complement teaching ideas. Each
of the spacious rooms is well furnished with student friendly furnitures
ensuring ease of use and safety.
The learning lab has been set up to enable all children to reach their
full potential. Many children manifest learning difficulties, which, with
early identification and intervention, help with in academic
achievement and in reducing behavioural problems. Trained teachers
design individual learning plan for each child based on his / her
particular needs.
Book Nook
Well-equipped with books, magazines and CDs covering a wide range of
subjects. The books, magazines and CD/DVDs are bar coded making it
easier for teachers and student alike to gain access to them.
The sole purpose of the library is to foster independent, life-long
learning through seamless collaboration of staff, resources and
technology providing for educational empowerment.
Giga Nook
The computer labs are equipped with state-of-the-art operating systems
supported with LCD monitors. The computers are well connected via Wifi and internal networks which is also supported by Uninterrupted Power
Supply (UPS).
Wi-Fi facility is available for all the teachers and students underpolicies that govern appropriate internet usage and with high end
firewall security for each user. Furthermore, the firewall blocks not only
all inappropriate websites but also generates reports of internet activity
for each user.
Laboratories
A hands-on based experience is the most effective way of learning and
at Balsam Academy we pride on providing the most modern labs for
students. The practicality of the theory learnt provides for a better
instillment among the students whether it be in Science, Social or
Maths.
The student is well assisted by the teacher and a lab assistant
throughout the experimentation period ensuring safety of the students.

6

Bodycraft and Mindgames
With this in mind, the school promotes and encourages a number of sports
activities. In addition to the two periods a week compulsory allotted to
physical education. The outdoor sports activities available include tennis,
football, basketball, volleyball, throwball. After school programs are
conducted for extra coaching on selected sports. In addition, there is a facility
for indoor activities that range from chess and carrom to table tennis and gym.
Visual and Performing Arts
Creative arts exposes the students to an understanding of global cultures,
societies and the themes associated along with them. Drama, dance, music and
art are given as much importance as scholastics at Balsam Academy with art
contests and stage productions during the specific academic year.
Training Room for Work Education
Pre-vocational programs are provided at the secondary stage to facilitate the
choice of vocational courses at the senior school stage. The training room is
designed in alignment with the curriculum to help young people experience a
tremendous amount of satisfaction, particularly for a generation that’s grown
up in inhabiting virtual reality.
Infirmary Room
With a nurse and a well equipped infirmary room, children are treated with
utmost care and compassion. If the child is ill, they are taken to the infirmary
room where first-aid is administered. In case of any acute injury or medical
emergency, the child is consulted at the Thirumala Mission Hospital on
informing the parents.
Admin and School Management Nooks
The school is well facilitated for rooms designated specifically to the principal,
teachers and admin staff with additional comforts for the parents during the
child’s respective Parent Teacher Meetings (PTM).
Transport
Extreme caution is considered while appointing drivers and attendants to ply
the school transportation. The buses are also equipped with first-aid and safety
equipment in case of emergency. With the facility of CCTV on all the buses,
which is monitored by the surveillance team, the safety of each and every
student is further enhanced.
The buses are GPS enabled for deriving the exact location the position of a bus
at any time during commute and in case of a breakdown, can send a
replacement bus instantly. The buses are installed with speed governors to
avoid rash driving and speeding.

7

T
H
E
T
E
A
M
ADMIN TEAM: Principal - Mrs.Starlet Solomon Vincent, Vice-Principal - Mr.Damodiran.P, Head of Operations Ms.Ranjani.A, Finance Manager - Mr.Munisamy.P, HR & Accounts Controller - Ms.Nownihal.N, Admissions & Grievance
- Ms.Meenakshi.T.K., Facility Manager - Mr.Kishore Kumar.U, Logistics & Accounts Assistant - Mr.Thanigachalam.S,
System Administrator - Mr.Ashok Narain.S, Campus Upkeep Officer - Ms.Manjula.M, Stimulating Learning
Environment - Ms.Geetha.R, Infra Services - Mr. Mohan.N.
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THE TEAM

SCHOLASTIC TEAM: Subject Heads - Ms.Sandilya Gomez (English), Mrs.Sujatha.R (Tamil), Ms.Vijayalakshmi.P (Hindi),
Mr.Prabakaran.B (Math), Ms.Kaveripriya.K.R. (Science), Mr.Yatheesha.H.V. (Social). English Faculty - Ms.Usharani.P, Ms.Arul
Jansi.A, Ms.Jayashree.D, Ms.Kasthuri Bai.A, Ms.Suganya.S. Tamil Faculty - Ms.Jayasudha.S, Ms.Saritha.P, Ms.Sudha.P,
Ms.Sudha.M, Ms.Revathi.S. Hindi Faculty - Ms.Komal Grover.S. Math Faculty - Ms.Hemakumari.B, Ms.Fathima.G, Ms.Vimala.P,
Ms.Devi.P, Ms.Rabeccal.S. Science Faculty - Ms.Bharathi.P, Mr.Zakir Shariff.A, Ms.Saradhamani.B, Ms.Jamuna.N.G.,
Ms.Kalpana.S, Ms.Bargavi.N.A. Social Science Faculty - Ms.Lalitha.S, Ms.Anuja.P.Unni. Kinder Faculty - Ms.Pavithra.G,
Ms.Prabha Joshua, Ms.Nithyalakshmi.J, Ms.Latha.M, Ms.Almas.M, Ms.Backiyalakshmi.M, Ms.Gayathri.R, Ms.K.Sudha.K. Learning
Lab - Ms.Nalini Shoba.N.D.
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THE TEAM

CO-SCHOLASTIC TEAM: Visual Arts - Mr.Anand.D, Mr.Vikram.S. Performing Arts - Mr.Karunakaran.V. Physical Education
- Mr.Kabil Dev.T, Mr.Vinoth Prabhu.A, Ms.Manjula.P, Mr.Dharsan.M. Yoga - Mr.Thirumurugan.S. Work Education and
SEWA - Ms.Jayanthi.S, Ms.Saraswathi.E. Library - Ms.Jayashree.M, Mr.Kumar.K.J. ICT - Mr.Dinesh Kumaar.P, Ms.Jasintha
Rani.R. STEM - Ms. Shanmuga Priya.S. School Nurse - Ms.B.Sumithra. Counsellor - Ms.Arul Therese.F.X.
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ACADEMIC APPROACH
Balsam Academy Curriculum is much more than a syllabus, which
outlines what is to be taught. It encompasses:
• The learning environment
• Resources
• Teaching approaches and strategies
• Assessment programs and methods
• The values and ethos of the school
• The relationships and behaviours among students and
teachers.
Balsam Academy with English as the medium of instruction follows
the curriculum guidelines and syllabus laid down by the Central
Board of Secondary Education (CBSE).
The School syllabus is built on a rich foundation of reading,
writing, and arithmetic. That foundation is then layered with
history, science, music, geography, and the arts to ensure no gaps
in instruction. The time-tested curriculum is built on the principle
of subject integration. Topics that lend to each other irrespective
of the Subject it belongs to or caters to become imperative in the
teaching learning process. This reinforced study across subject
areas develops higher order thinking skills and promotes content
mastery.
We combine the best classroom-tested materials, teacher-created
Lesson Manuals, and proven educational methodologies all in one
complete, meticulously planned curriculum. The children will be
guided through each lesson with a multi-pronged approach.
Programs offered: Kindergarten (LKG & UKG) and Grades (1 to 10)

BEYOND ACADEMICS
The subjects listed below are highly integrated with the academic
program and help to form the strongest possible foundation for
children in the elementary years.
Visual Arts
The goal of the art program is to encourage expression and
experimentation in the language, structure, and form of art. Basic
skills are taught through colour, form, line, and design. Throughout
the grades the projects grow in complexity as students’ abilities
mature. Themes are drawn from nature, fantasy, environment, art
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history, world cultures, and the classroom curriculum. At all grade
levels drawing, design, painting, ceramics, and sculpture are
explored. Classes provide a balanced program of creative
expression, instruction, and student interaction.
Lessons emphasize on not only the finished product, but the
process as well.
Library
With its rich collection of books and state-of-the-art technological
resources, the Balsam Academy library enhances and supports the
curriculum.
The library program fosters a love of reading and an appreciation
of children’s literature. Information on literacy skills enable
students to access and utilize the library resources.
Art Enrichment
The Art Enrichment program provides an interdisciplinary
connection between art and the academics. Students are
encouraged to consider art and the academic subjects from a
creative and innovative perspective.
The Art Enrichment program supplements the curriculum through
the use of hands-on projects that correlate with language arts,
social studies, math, and science. Students’ conceptual
understanding of academic material is strengthened and enriched
as abstract ideas are applied in a concrete manner.
Music / Drama
The music/drama program is designed to encourage students to
develop an appreciation of music, drama, and the performing arts.
Children in grades Kindergarten through grade five become
familiar with the basic elements of music and drama and develop
self-confidence and self-expression through activities such as:
singing, music and drama games, dancing, and the use of rhythm
and simple melodic instruments. Each year, students perform
before an audience, participating in a grade level presentation.
Sports & fitness
The physical education program provides opportunities for
students to develop fundamental motor skills and to engage in a
variety of activities involving movement. Students learn rules and
game structure, play collaboratively with others, and establish
values about the importance of physical activity in their lives. The
program seeks to foster a positive self-image. Students are
encouraged to adopt an active, healthy lifestyle that includes
frequent exercise.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES
‣
‣
‣
‣
‣
‣
‣
‣
‣
‣
‣

Value-based & Theme-based Assemblies
Balsam Enterprise
Celebrating Diversity
Student Mentoring
Leadership Training
Life skills & Community Outreach
Outbound Learning
PODS & Clubs
Project-based Learning
Remedial Classes
Scouts & Guides
SCHOOL TIMINGS
LKG & UKG

8:45am to 12:30pm

Monday - Friday

GRADE 1 - 5

8:45am to 3:15pm

Monday - Friday

GRADE 6 - 10

8:45am to 4:25pm

Monday - Saturday

OFFICE WORKING HOURS - 8:30am to 12:00pm, 2:00pm to 3:30pm (Monday Friday) & 10:00am to 12:00pm (Saturday)
*Working Saturdays for G6-10 as marked in the school calendar
which is subjective to change
SCHOOL UNIFORM SCHEDULE
MONDAY AND FRIDAY

SPORTS UNIFORM

TUESDAY, THURSDAY AND SATURDAY

HOUSE UNIFORM

WEDNESDAY

FORMAL UNIFORM

*Students will be informed of any changes due to special occasions
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT

We believe our relationship with parents begins the moment you first
consider Balsam Academy and extends beyond your child's schooling.
The Balsam experience is one that is shared both by parents and their
children therefore it is our goal to keep parents well-informed to stay
involved.
The Partnership for Success initiative requires Balsam parents to
complete ten (10) Parent Involvement hours per school year. Parent
Involvement hours are documented on the Parent Involvement Card and
parents who have fulfilled the required hours will be recognised on the
Awards Day. Parents are responsible for having the staff/teacher hosting
the event sign their Parent Involvement Card. Parents when you have
met the 10 parent involvement hours, submit your Parent Involvement
Card to HR.
Contact front office to obtain the form.

FOR INFORMATION
Website : www.balsamacademy.org

E-Mail : balsamacademy@gmail.com

Phone : 04172 272611/12

Address : #5/410A, Vanapadi Road,
Bharathi Nagar Extension,
Ranipet - 632403
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"All great things are
simple, and many can be
expressed in single words:
freedom, justice, honour,
duty, mercy, hope."
- Sir Winston Churchill
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